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The Templeton Honors College (THC) is Eastern University’s “college within the University” designed to

challenge and prepare the most academically gifted undergraduate students for leadership and service as

individuals of influence in culture, society and in their professions by providing a holistic program focused

on the life of the mind, character formation and skill development.

The curriculum involves intensive reading, writing and discussion in both the Great Books and major

current books and ideas. Throughout their education, Templeton Honors students will receive a thorough

grounding in the humanities and sciences through a learning experience comprised of specific THC

seminars, a broad selection of honors electives, and diverse cultural experiences.

APPLYING TO THE TEMPLETON HONORS COLLEGE

Admission to the Templeton Honors College is limited to twenty-four students each year, and is based 
on an evaluation of SAT and/or ACT scores, high school graduation standing, demonstrated capacity for
leadership, and a personal interview. You may apply to the Templeton Honors College at the same time you
apply to Eastern, but you must be accepted by Eastern before you can be admitted to the Templeton Honors
College. We'll notify you about your status with the Templeton Honors College as soon as we’ve received
your application materials and completed your personal interview.

Students who are admitted to the Templeton Honors College will receive an Honors Grant of $3000 a year,

based on continued participation in the program.  AGPAof 3.3 is required in the first year, rising to 3.5 for

the sophomore, junior and senior years.  

PROCEDURES

READ THE APPLICATION CAREFULLY, AND DO THE FOLLOWING:
n Answer all the questions as thoroughly as possible. Use additional paper if you need it, but please type 

or print all answers and make sure that your name appears at the top right hand corner of each sheet 

you submit.
n Detach the reference forms and request that your references submit them to the address below.
n Return the completed application to:

The Templeton Honors College at Eastern University
Eastern University
1300 Eagle Road
St. Davids, PA 19087-3696
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FINDING OUT WHO YOU ARE

FIRST NAME LAST NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE E-MAIL

PARENT OR GUARDIAN

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR OF GRADUATION CLASS RANK

HIGH SCHOOL GPA

SAT SCORE READING MATH WRITING

ACT SCORE READING MATH ENGLISH SCIENCE

HOW DID YOU HEAR OF THE TEMPLETON HONORS COLLEGE?

FURTHER QUESTIONS

1. DESCRIBE AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE CHARACTERISTICS OF AN EFFECTIVE LEADER. PLEASE ILLUSTRATE FROM YOUR

OWN PERSONAL EXPERIENCES.



2. DESCRIBE YOUR MOST NOTABLE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS OVER YOUR HIGH SCHOOL YEARS.

3. WHAT DO YOU PERCEIVE YOUR INTELLECTUAL STRENGTHS TO BE?

4. WHAT ARE THE PARTICULAR AREAS IN WHICH YOU DESIRE TO GROW INTELLECTUALLY?

5. DESCRIBE PARTICULAR AREAS IN WHICH YOU DESIRE TO GROW SPIRITUALLY.
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6. IMAGINE GOD HAS GIVEN YOU A GIFT OF YEARS, I.E., YOUR LIFETIME, HOWEVER LONG THAT MAY BE. PRESENTLY, 
ARE YOU SENSING HOW GOD MIGHT BE CALLING YOU TO USE THESE YEARS WELL? IN LIGHT OF YOUR GIFTS, 
TALENTS AND INTERESTS, TO WHAT VOCATION MIGHT GOD BE CALLING YOU?

7. CHECK YOUR FAVORITE READING MATTER.

8. DO YOU READ ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?

9. HAVE YOU READ ANY OF THE FOLLOWING BOOKS IN THE LAST THREE YEARS?
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p Baldwin, The Fire Next 

Time

p Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451

p Carson, Silent Spring

p Conrad, Lord Jim

p Dante, Inferno

p Dostoevsky, Crime and 

Punishment

p DuBois, The Souls of Black 

Folks

p Einstein, The Meaning of 

Relativity

p   Ellison, Invisible Man

p Fitzgerald, The Great 

Gatsby

p King, Why We Can’t Wait

p Koestler, Darkness at Noon

p Milton, Paradise Lost

p Paton, Cry, The Beloved 

Country

p Polkinghorne, The Quantum

World

p Rand, Atlas Shrugged

p Shakespeare, Plays and 

Sonnets

p Solzhenitsyn, One Day in    

the Life of Ivan Denisovitch

p Watson, The Double Helix

p Wilson, The Diversity of Life

p   Wright, Native Son

p American literature

p biblical studies

p business

p Christian spirituality

p classics (Latin or Greek)

p European literature

p historical fiction

p history

p history magazines  

(American Heritage, Civil 

War Times Illustrated)

p poetry

p politics

p psychology

p science periodicals   

(Scientific American, Nature)

p science

p science fiction

p short stories

p theology

p Other

p Books & Culture

p Christian Century

p Christianity Today

p Chronicles of Culture

p Foreign Affairs

p Newsweek

p National Review

p New York Review of Books

p The Nation

p The New York Times

p The Wilson Quarterly

p Time

p Times Literary Supplement

p U.S. News and World Report

p Wall Street Journal

p Washington Post

p Other journals/magazines



10.  WHAT ARE OTHER FAVORITE BOOKS THAT YOU HAVE READ MORE THAN ONCE?

11.  WHAT ARE FAVORITE EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, HOBBIES, COMMUNITY SERVICE, SPORTS, THEATRE,

MUSIC, ETC?

12.  PLEASE ENCLOSE THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL WITH THIS APPLICATION:

n Write 1-3 typed pages describing the relationship between the life of the mind (intellectual endeavors) and     

spiritual formation. 

n Your best written essay.

n A copy of one of the following:

• Your best scientific work or science fair submission;

• Your best artistic effort (a photograph, a cassette tape, a CD,  or a video).

n A resume detailing your high school and extracurricular activities by year. Please include any 

positions held.

13.  DETACH THE REFERENCE SHEETS FROM THIS FORM AND HAVE THEM FILLED OUT AND SENT TO US BY EITHER

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS, A DRAMA OR VOCAL COACH, A MUSIC TEACHER OR DIRECTOR, AN EMPLOYER OR

YOUR PASTOR. 
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REFERENCE FORM

The Templeton Honors College at
Eastern University

The Templeton Honors College (THC) is Eastern University’s “college within the University” designed to challenge

and prepare the most academically gifted undergraduate students for leadership and service as individuals of 

influence in culture, society and in their professions by providing a holistic program focused on the life of the mind,

character formation and skill development.

Please provide below your view of the applicant’s intellectual and academic capacities and curiosity, and his/her

potential for success in the highly competive environment of the Templeton Honors College. Comment, if possible,

on the extent of the applicant’s reading and writing, and the applicant’s aptitude for interactive discussion and

debate. Additionally, in light of the THC’s expressed purpose, describe clearly the applicant’s potential for 

flourishing in this context.

Name of Applicant (please print)

Name of reference (please print)

Title and Organization

Signature and Date
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